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Designing e-learning
Searching LORN (Learning Object Repository Network) 

This is a guide to using the 'Advanced Search' to find resources in the Australian Flexible Learning Framework’s Learning Object Repository Network (LORN) http://www.flexiblelearning.net.au/lorn.
Step 1 

Identify the keywords that may be associated with the topic for which you want to find a learning object to support. 

· All of the words  
Only resources that contain ALL the words will be displayed.

· Any of the words
Resources that contain ANY of the keywords will be displayed.

· The phrase
Only resources that contain ALL the words in the order you have entered them will be displayed.

Step 2 

Identify where you would like to look for the word or phrase in the resource metadata file (optional). A metadata file contains descriptions of the learning object in a variety of information fields.

· Any metadata field 
This will look for your word or term in any of the fields in the metadata file. This is likely to give you the greatest number items returned as a result of your search.

· In the discipline field 
This will look for your word or term only in the discipline field in the metadata file. The discipline is roughly equated to the field of study or curriculum area.

· In the competency field
Looking in the competency field tries to find your word or phrase in the title of the competency to which the learning object is associated.

Step 3 

Select a license type (optional)

And/or by licence type:

· All license types 
· Free for education 
These resources may be freely used and copied for educational purposes but the owner retains full control of its use for any other purposes.

· Unlocked content 
These resources may be freely copied, adapted and used by anyone. Exact copies must retain the owner’s copyright statement and the AEShareNet-U mark. Enhancements must not contain the owner’s copyright statement and may have a new copyright statement by the licensee.

· Share and return 
These resources may be freely used, copied, adapted and distributed but copyright on any enhancements consolidates with the owner.
· Preserve integrity 
These resources may be freely copied but only in its original form including the owner’s copyright notice.

Step 4 

Select the education (Australian Quality Framework) level for which you would like the resource to be suitable. It is possible that some resources that are associated with one particular AQF level may also be appropriate for other levels. Selecting ‘All AQF levels’ will give you the most returns on your search.

· All AQF Levels

· Certificate I

· Certificate II

· Certificate III

· Certificate IV

· Certificate V

· Diploma

· Advanced Diploma

Step 5 

Select the repository in which you would like to find a resource by clicking the check box. The default setting is ‘all repositories’ are selected.

· DET NSW (CLI) 
Resources developed and shared by the Centre for Learning Innovation are part of the Department of Education and Training, a government agency within the state of New South Wales.

· TAFE SA 
The TAFE SA Training Resource Register provides a broad coverage of resources supporting a range of industries, training packages and competency units. This repository contains resources that are free for educational use as well as resources for purchase. Many resources are designed for print media.

· TAFE TAS 
TAFE Tasmania’s learning objects cover a wide range of industries and vocations, including hairdressing, automotive, engineering, construction, hospitality, clothing and textiles.

· TAFE VC 
The TAFE VC repository provides access to training materials in a range of topics; most of them directly aligned to national training package competencies.

· Flexible Learning Toolboxes (Toolboxes) 
The Toolboxes Repository is a bank of free learning objects available for teachers and trainers to download for use with their learners. The resources have been developed from the wide range of Toolbox products.
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