Simulation anyone?

By Kat Foe and Jess Chalmers
Ever wondered what it would be like to participate in an online simulation game that is about communication in the textile industry? Well I did. 

 I emailed a contact person (now affectionately known as mod) who dropped me a line to the effect of ‘come and join in and choose your role’. Well I pushed the site address and in I went I selected three choices and got given my persona Katrina Foe a fashion executive.

27/8 My first task
The first task I have to perform is to develop a public persona for Katrina. This is exciting, but mixed with a twinge of dread. Do I know the lingo that a fashion executive would use? What do I write about her or myself? I think for a few moments and get visual of a sleek, smooth executive – yes shades of grey, straight lines, manicured hair, and minimal makeup. So far I’m in here by myself. It is exciting but also a wee bit eerie in here? Where is this space? And where am I really? A psychological space - how does the concept of space fit? 
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But here I am and yes I have the great pleasure of introducing Katrina Foe

Hi Sweeties
Please call me Kat everybody does. I live in the city and live a very simple existence. I don't dine at home and know all the good haunts for latte - not bitter, not too milky but smooth. Yes smooth that is a good way to describe me I like the smooth, simple things like Versace, Bolinger, and sushi. 

I am creative and need to get a buzz out of my job. Yes, smooth I like to plan and prepare and perform my life to keep it smooth.

Well Kat and I thought we’d have a poke around.  I checked out what the heck Fablusi was at http://fablusi.com/. First we’d need to read the brief below again to try to get our head around it.
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I think I’ve got it, now let’s check out the place. 

· Café Blab, complete with chill out room

· Figwood designs (office, studio and hallway) 
· Elle best
· Grunge plunge (office and studio)
· Venus health studio (health centre and executive pool)
Well it’s interesting poking around but it still feels a bit awkward.
 
28/9 a little more action is happening

Three more profiles appear so now   I shouldn’t be alone.

It is weird wandering from room to room looking for someone. Interestingly that’s how I feel - I don’t feel like I’m looking for text, I feel like I’m looking for a person.
Kat leaves a message in Café blab that “ Figwood Designs is offering a unique opportunity for stunning models. Want to know more come along to our design house for a once in a lifetime opportunity from midnight tomorrow. 
Come and help create something magical”.

 I feel panic as a role-play again, so in character I decide Kat needs to chill out and do laps. I portray the mind chatter of Kat. It’s interesting – discussing thoughts and anxieties through Kat makes me feel better. I’m getting my message out through her and it feels that I am protected from any backlash as Kat.

29/8 Mod you clever thing

When I revisit the pool I’m excited to get a message from the moderator who makes me relax saying that goggles and towels indicate others are around. I feel reassured.

I feel very isolated but think the momentum will happen soon.

31/8 a bit more action

Mainly one character and good old mod. I had a thought - tonight maybe I should send mod a note about the process. I feel hesitant to do this as I feel like I would be coming out of role. This would happen however in a f2f environment.

1 /9 just popping in

Mod there again, goading me into upping the ante with $ to get some action. Kat talks me into emailing mod

Got the gumption to finally drop you a line. I'm a little confused how many people there are around. Is the timeframe the same?

Kat

Can I read my sent messages so I can recall what fab words and strategies I have suggested?
2/9 Well mod replied promptly 

	Date: 02-09-2001 13:40:24
From: moderator
To: Katrina Foe
Subject: Re: Hey mod

Message:
Hi Kat. We discovered that a number of people didn't get their emails until yesterday. I have been working overtime to initiate more characters and activity. Use the Cafe to speak loudly to everyone and the other rooms/offices to do your ploting. I will send a generic message to everyone today to get the ball rolling to complete by the end next week. 

Use your doe and your charm to get wgat you need. and check all the rooms you have access to. mod 


3/9. Mod tells us to spend.

We have money to spend with AMEX. .I’m not sure whether this feature was here before and I never noticed it. I just thought it was Mogue advertising.

I emailed the boys (Arti and Trent) my virtual work colleagues and said we need to unpack cover concepts and I’m keen on the Fashion agency Grunge Plunge for their urban feel. I tried to spend but Amex said insufficient funds. Must be an error.

Hey - site had images for different locations, it is interesting to see it evolve.

5/9 Great hoohah

Thank god Kat was losing interest.  Kat enjoys the dynamic -Verbina is wild, Nia is bitchie Zoe is a hoot. I called in at grunge plunge and said I like their urban feel. Sent note to Arti and Trent suggesting they take the plunge. Much more activity - hooray!
What a difference when dynamic starts! It’s very easy to be Kat. It’s the difference between going to a party and dreading it, making idle chatter and wanting to leave or hide or just happening into a fun group and the momentum does the rest.

I found it interesting trying to keep a handle on what deals I was cooking. I tried to send copies of my messages to myself but it didn’t work. I didn’t realise I could use the filing system for that purpose. Obvious isn’t it! Something about being in a strange environment throws me slightly off balance. (More than usual).

If I’m going to be able to embellish Kat’s role then I need to do some research. Kat suggests a quick Google search and we find a good trendspotting site!

http://www.lookonline.com/ 

6/9 More research. 

I actually researched fashion mags today in the local coffee shop for concepts and looks that might be hot.  As Kat I look at the magazines from a very different perspective. Kat tried to nick a mag but I stopped her in time. (This is the real world Kat not Figwood!)

I’ve started sending money to whet people’s appetite to join the Figwood team. Kat is getting cheesed off with Art and Trent – off celebrating rather than working (or is that their brief?). Well the models are full speed ahead. Phoeebee is good at promoting herself. 

I worked out how to use the notepad tonight.

7/9 Heard from my team! 

Heard from Trent for first time in ages. He has had an accident with the car. I got him up to speed as to what has seen happening. I asked him if I had autonomy as I feel like I’m doing it solo. Heard from Zoe we are having private chat in café blab on Mon 12.30. Her ideas sound good.

8/9 off day

Not much action. I made my daily visits to all the haunts and made some comments. Invited Neil the photographer to private chats and asked whether his ideas were flexible.

9/9 trying to get things moving.

MAKE THE MAGIC

Like to feel challenged, on an adrenaline high and part of the action? Then join the Figwood team. We are looking for a make up artist who can work with wonderful models and make them surreal! Only the best will do- cover experience on International trend spots essential.

Call now for the opportunity to go into fashion history.

Must be available now. Drop everything and ring Café Blab for an interview 05 67 5555. Bring your portfolio or visual diary.    Kat Foe

Later tonight Trent arrived and sent me a huge to do list. I’m not sure if Kat or I got really narky. Kat offcourse I’m much more calm.

Kat is thundering up the pool and her mindchatter is in fast forward 
Hi ....I'm back and here are your jobs. I will ignore your questions and give you a bonus. Prick!!!! God I'm back to step one , I'm meeting with Zoe tomorrow and maybe Neil. I'll just have to suss them out it is so frustrating having Trent Darlink Prick swan in and ...... 
I know what he is like and we do work well. Shit we need to make informed planned decisions not just............. at the last minute when we are.......... 
Breathe kat breathe, maybe he'll love my ideas to date think rationally. Calm, calm, some flower essences under the tongue and a guarana latte will see me right.

10/9 A frustrating day

Well not a good day for Kat. Chat times changed all over the place. Kat finds the key system interesting. You can only open up private chat 1 minute after the booked time and if you get kicked out more than half an hour after the booked start time you can’t get back in.  Trent and I started to chat and his server died and that was that. I was left hanging with nothing achieved.

The night time chat was equally frustrating with Neil getting confused about his (Melbourne, Adelaide, server time?) and didn’t show.

11/9 Got some concepts going with Trent!

Today was a frantic day for Kat she has to try to pull everything together and organise chats and brief people.

Everyone is so bloody volatile in the fashion industry.

Trent in our chat yesterday you mentioned wanting to listen to descriptive dialogue. You are brilliant. F…ing brilliant! Dialogue is like a window to their creative and motivation soul

Trent I like you Afro Italian idea – god you’re good. I have been trendspotting and vintage, inclusivity, and fashion in distress with a rustic appeal is the whisper in Hollywood and the word on the antique market is anything Grandma may have in the attic in regards to brooches, hats, and leather and linen, or wicker is worth snatching up.

This could work what do you think? We could give Figwood theme and ask for a response if you still want to use this as a selection tool. 

We also need to see how we could tie your Afro Italian concept into the urban landscape as Mogue’s main target market is an urban woman. Maybe an earthy heavily bricked courtyard, which reflects great shadows and reflects inclusivity (maybe more than one model) or a clever juxtaposition of the Afro Italian look on one of those tiled futuristic buildings which would cast a reflection. 

Just brainstorming out loud!

By the way where is ARTI?

Eagerly waiting your response Sweetie.

Kat

Trent was available all day so it made organising everything heaps easier. No wondering and wasting time. It is approaching 7pm and after tonight should be able to select the team for the cover and move towards achieving our goal guesting the Mogue cover. 

Kat is really despondent at 20 minutes past the chat start time and she is in their solo. Look below no one came. Trent who asked me to organise it or any of the people I actually spoke to today. The only decent person is Chad who dropped me lines saying he didn’t have a key! 

(A bit of a problem mod when you can’t get him in!!!!)

	

	Katrina Foe : entered the Chat Room. 

	

	11/09/01 19:09:11 Katrina Foe said: Hi is anyone here yet?

	11/09/01 19:09:54 Katrina Foe said: I'll have latte thanks -strong

	11/09/01 19:13:38 Katrina Foe said: Kat is muttering under her breathe"I know I like to be well planned and on time but sometimes I think I'm in the wrong industry"

	11/09/01 19:14:28 Katrina Foe said: I hear some voices hopefully it's the gang

	11/09/01 19:24:55 Katrina Foe said: Just checked my key and I'm not going mad

	11/09/01 19:27:58 Katrina Foe said: Of all people Nia should be here she organised it

	11/09/01 19:31:48 Katrina Foe said: well only a little while longer and well be kicked out of here

	11/09/01 19:33:43 Katrina Foe said: I should say I'll be kicked out of here

	11/09/01 19:54:21 Katrina Foe said: Well this has got to be one of the strangest events. All I can think is they have gone to another venue!

	11/09/01 19:56:08 Katrina Foe said: I'm going off to sulk.


Kat and I were speechless. We better not sit around till 8.30 proposed session no 2 and no one show or we’ll self-combust!!!

Well read for yourself and see what happened. Kat and I am stuffed. (See Appendix A)

12/9 well we did it- or some of us did!

If you didn’t bother to read the chat Sweeties here is the upshot!

Well, Kat we did it. Now what do we do? We don’t need to obsess about remembering to enter Fablusi, visit virtual rooms and communicate with some sweet yet bizarre characters. After three weeks in each others company, over 150 conversations it can’t just end like this. Let’s just hang around together for a while. Maybe we need debriefed, counselled or exorcised.     Simulation sweetie?    
Pssst.. Want to see the player debrief? See Appendix B.

Appendix A

	

	Trent Figwood : leaves the Chat Room. 

	Private Chat Room
booked by Katrina Foe
at 11/09/01 15:13:43
Optional State: 

	-start here-

	

	11/09/01 20:34:11 Zoe Cinello said: Hello All, Where are you hiding?

	11/09/01 20:34:34 Chad Filament said: well the lights are on but nobody's home 
yet

	11/09/01 20:34:37 Zoe Cinello said: The champagne is fabulous, let it flow darlings!

	11/09/01 20:34:57 Zoe Cinello said: Hi Chad

	11/09/01 20:35:18 Chad Filament said: Zoe Babe - how wonderful to see you - 
wuoldn't mind seeing more of you later.

	11/09/01 20:35:39 Zoe Cinello said: Lets hope I have a cover to celebrate!

	11/09/01 20:35:54 Chad Filament said: I'll be lighting your way

	11/09/01 20:36:12 Zoe Cinello said: Super

	11/09/01 20:36:35 Chad Filament said: How about I have a look at what you've 
got and then I can set up for you

	11/09/01 20:37:05 Zoe Cinello said: Great follow me to the racks

	11/09/01 20:37:12 Katrina Foe said: Hi everyone

	11/09/01 20:37:26 Chad Filament said: Hi Kat - exciting isn't it?

	11/09/01 20:37:35 Chad Filament said: Sure thing Zoe

	11/09/01 20:38:06 Zoe Cinello said: Hi Kat you are looking fab, Champagne darling?

	11/09/01 20:38:16 Chad Filament said: Kat - is there any thing you want 
specifically lighting wise?

	11/09/01 20:38:30 Katrina Foe said: God I'd kill for one.well just start getting organised Trent should be here soon

	11/09/01 20:38:31 Zoe Cinello said: My collection is full of sleek classics with a funky twist that is also sensual

	11/09/01 20:38:55 Chad Filament said: I'll have one of those drinky poos Zoe 
darling

	11/09/01 20:39:15 Zoe Cinello said: What lighting do you suggest Chad

	11/09/01 20:39:22 Katrina Foe said: Sharp reflections Chad darling we are thinking of maybe using shadows or reflectios

	11/09/01 20:40:11 Chad Filament said: I've got a great idea to illuminate your 
collection Zoe. It will look great in both 
shdow and reflection.

	11/09/01 20:40:16 Katrina Foe said: I agree Zoe Chad you know you are just letting think we are helping. You cheeky devil

	11/09/01 20:40:31 Zoe Cinello said: Hello Trent great to see you as usual, your suit is divine.

	11/09/01 20:40:51 Chad Filament said: I love to hear you beautiful women talk!

	11/09/01 20:41:21 Chad Filament said: hey Trent - good to see you - I'm sure 
you'd agree with that

	11/09/01 20:41:22 Katrina Foe said: Is Neil coming Chad?

	11/09/01 20:41:32 Zoe Cinello said: Hello Trent darling you look fab, great suit.

	11/09/01 20:41:51 Chad Filament said: Neil should be here nay moment - you 
know he wouldn't miss it!

	11/09/01 20:42:20 Katrina Foe said: Sweetie you made it. Trent how do you want to run things

	11/09/01 20:42:59 Chad Filament said: I'm just about set up for the first shoot.

	11/09/01 20:43:36 Katrina Foe said: Trent champers?

	11/09/01 20:43:38 Zoe Cinello said: Should I explain my collection to you all?

	11/09/01 20:43:40 Trent Figwood said: <the door opens, the swish of a dark grape Armani suit, no tie, attracts a little attention, tren looks at his dark green Bruno Magli ostrich boots> well howdy cowdy's, <looks aroun room> ciao bella..

	11/09/01 20:44:21 Chad Filament said: I'd love to hear all about it Zoe

	11/09/01 20:44:38 Trent Figwood said: Before we get happening how about some background...

	11/09/01 20:45:02 Zoe Cinello said: OK trent Shoot

	11/09/01 20:45:03 Trent Figwood said: It appears that a little dialogue at atime is best

	11/09/01 20:45:28 Chad Filament said: short and sweet seems to work for me

	11/09/01 20:45:33 Trent Figwood said: How about, when you want to talk, just talk...

	11/09/01 20:45:53 Katrina Foe said: Zoe we would like to discuss you concepts you have developed of our brief

	11/09/01 20:45:54 Zoe Cinello said: I have sooooo much to say!!

	11/09/01 20:46:05 Zoe Cinello said: Ok gang, this is how I see the cover for Mougue, as Kat has outlined the theme is Afro-Italian, what better place to draw inspiration! In my range I have taken a trip down the retro path and looked at fashion in distress. My monochromatic colour scheme seems to imply ‘now’ and ‘hip’. My designs are exotic, opulent and I have embellished fabrics with all sorts of detail.

	11/09/01 20:46:13 Trent Figwood said: When you want to move use soem breackets like...< Trent walks over to Chad>.. Hey Chad..

	11/09/01 20:46:53 Chad Filament said: I'm listening Trent my man

	11/09/01 20:46:54 Katrina Foe said: Hmmm nods heads

	11/09/01 20:47:12 Trent Figwood said: Ciao zoe, and... looks good.

	11/09/01 20:47:43 Trent Figwood said: Well how about ,..sorry is Neil here yet?..

	11/09/01 20:47:45 Katrina Foe said: Colour scheme

	11/09/01 20:48:02 Zoe Cinello said: Prada are drawing inspiration from me! I am well ahead of the pack.

	11/09/01 20:48:43 Trent Figwood said: Yaaa, Snake chic, soo cool

	11/09/01 20:48:47 Chad Filament said: Err...Neil hasn't showed yet, but I'm sure 
he'll be her any minute. We need the 
models before he can do anything

	11/09/01 20:48:58 Katrina Foe said: Colors and Fabrics Zoe?

	11/09/01 20:49:07 Trent Figwood said: But yeah, Kat is right, what are the colours?.

	11/09/01 20:50:00 Zoe Cinello said: 'Tonal' Kat, I'm thinking earthy, and rich from chocolate to burnt orange

	11/09/01 20:50:17 Chad Filament said: Chad whispers to Zoe ..looks like you're 
in with no contest if nobody else shows 
babe

	11/09/01 20:50:33 Trent Figwood said: Zoe,.. is it the pastelle thang or what have you divinely come up with..?

	11/09/01 20:50:54 Katrina Foe said: Hmmm warm but cool

	11/09/01 20:51:21 Zoe Cinello said: Mesh fabrics, distressed denims, fringing beading opulent!

	11/09/01 20:51:37 Trent Figwood said: Hey Kat, for all the lip service of the girls, where are they?.. more champers sweet,..

	11/09/01 20:52:03 Katrina Foe said: Kat is inwardly panicking where is everyone- not again

	11/09/01 20:52:06 Zoe Cinello said: Embrace fashions flirtation with all things Afro –Italian; come with me on fashions new journey that will have every fashion editor gasping at the cover of Mougue. We will send sales skyrocketing!

	11/09/01 20:52:24 Katrina Foe said: More champers for me too

	11/09/01 20:52:35 Chad Filament said: hey guys - just got to duck out and will 
straight back

	11/09/01 20:53:08 Katrina Foe said: Trent maybe Zoe could show us what she has brought along

	11/09/01 20:53:35 Zoe Cinello said: I would love a model to put them on!

	11/09/01 20:53:47 Trent Figwood said: Cool OK Zoe show and tell..please sweetie..

	11/09/01 20:54:27 Trent Figwood said: I seem to be having some dramas with models of late. makes you think huh.

	11/09/01 20:54:51 Zoe Cinello said: Follow me to the racks darlings and you can sift through them at your leisure until a model arrives to put them on.

	11/09/01 20:54:51 Katrina Foe said: sorry Zoe youl'll just have to describe the look

	11/09/01 20:55:33 Trent Figwood said: Uh, Zoe what's this mesh scene you have?.. sounds intriguing

	11/09/01 20:56:34 Zoe Cinello said: Shows off the flesh baby, and mesh was so '80's this is its new millenium revival

	11/09/01 20:57:07 Katrina Foe said: Click clack goes the rack as we all pull out bits and pieces we like

	11/09/01 20:57:34 Katrina Foe said: Its lighter than it looks

	11/09/01 20:57:45 Chad Filament said: OK Zoe - maybe we can light up your 
designs on the hangers for now - I can 
almost make them come alive

	11/09/01 20:57:48 Trent Figwood said: Your a killer... mesh and kevlar,.. tooo much

	11/09/01 20:58:08 Katrina Foe said: earthy tones are great and beads very Afro

	11/09/01 20:58:13 Zoe Cinello said: Denim that has been 'tortured' is also part of the scene, short skirts, with skinny belts.. asymetical cut tops with mesh overlay are all the rage

	11/09/01 20:58:29 Trent Figwood said: Nice work chad, it looks great

	11/09/01 20:58:43 Katrina Foe said: Better chad good work

	11/09/01 20:58:51 Chad Filament said: who needs models hey?

	11/09/01 20:58:55 Zoe Cinello said: I thought the 'ethnic' braid also added another elemnt Kat.

	11/09/01 20:59:18 Katrina Foe said: Zoe masterful

	11/09/01 20:59:31 Trent Figwood said: I'm a bit tight on the time-line for the Mogue shoot so..

	11/09/01 20:59:41 Chad Filament said: who do you imagine in your designs Zoe

	11/09/01 21:00:07 Zoe Cinello said: I did have Nia in mind

	11/09/01 21:00:26 Trent Figwood said: I figure that what you have here is a stroke of talent, we really need to book the models,.. those who want the job and get a shoot happening..

	11/09/01 21:00:33 Katrina Foe said: Tell us why Zoe

	11/09/01 21:00:37 Chad Filament said: From a purely lighting point of view I 
immediately saw Verbina

	11/09/01 21:00:55 Zoe Cinello said: However I am sick of dealing with precious egos and no commitment, where are they?

	11/09/01 21:01:18 Katrina Foe said: Who fits the Afro Italian theme

	11/09/01 21:01:27 Trent Figwood said: did anyone consider Pheebie?

	11/09/01 21:01:57 Chad Filament said: Pheebie's good but she's not "there" 
enough. she doesn't command presence

	11/09/01 21:01:58 Katrina Foe said: She is tall and dark

	11/09/01 21:01:59 Zoe Cinello said: Too 'Anglo' Trent

	11/09/01 21:02:24 Katrina Foe said: She just won that prize cahmpers has kicked in

	11/09/01 21:02:53 Trent Figwood said: Chad how do you feel they move for the cameras, you must have talked to Neil?

	11/09/01 21:03:14 Katrina Foe said: Maybe both Verbina and Nia

	11/09/01 21:03:17 Zoe Cinello said: Nia is exotic,

	11/09/01 21:03:32 Zoe Cinello said: I thought Neil would be here

	11/09/01 21:03:51 Chad Filament said: neil and I both agree that Verbina is "the 
one" this season. she's just got the look . 
she lights up well in any conditions and is 
more phtotogenic than any of the others

	11/09/01 21:04:16 Zoe Cinello said: I was actually thinking of Nia and Kraige, a male toso shot would look divine! and sex sells.

	11/09/01 21:04:32 Chad Filament said: Nia is pretty - she'd be a great second if 
you're looking for more than one

	11/09/01 21:04:43 Katrina Foe said: Verbina you and Neil are a team Chadis that right?

	11/09/01 21:04:51 Chad Filament said: I did suggest ot karige he should be here 
for just that reason

	11/09/01 21:04:59 Zoe Cinello said: OOPS 'TORSO' shot I mean

	11/09/01 21:05:18 Chad Filament said: We'd like to offer our services as a winner 
package

	11/09/01 21:05:34 Katrina Foe said: He didn't show at the last meet at 7

	11/09/01 21:05:34 Trent Figwood said: Maybe both Verbina and Nia would be great, Kat

	11/09/01 21:06:00 Chad Filament said: He may have had the same trouble as 
me - no key

	11/09/01 21:06:04 Trent Figwood said: Zoe,what do think about the both of them doing your gear?

	11/09/01 21:06:53 Zoe Cinello said: <Zoe whispers to Kat> Where are the other designers?

	11/09/01 21:08:01 Chad Filament said: I just had word from Neil - he's been held 
up . Apparently he was in a car 
accident....he's OK but the other person 
needed to go to hospital and he took her.

	11/09/01 21:08:26 Zoe Cinello said: Sure Trent, would you like a male bod in the picture also?

	11/09/01 21:08:32 Trent Figwood said: Well kids, it's the luck of the draw, I figured it would be a little more professional in the competition but hey...

	11/09/01 21:09:26 Zoe Cinello said: The pressure got too much for the others. My second name is pressure!

	11/09/01 21:09:27 Trent Figwood said: Maybe we go for the BIG TICKET and do two babes and a guy, what says hey?

	11/09/01 21:10:07 Zoe Cinello said: The two girls and one guy thing sounds fab!

	11/09/01 21:10:12 Trent Figwood said: Kat , Zoe?

	11/09/01 21:10:16 Katrina Foe said: sorry everyone the phone rang

	11/09/01 21:10:24 Chad Filament said: Hot idea Trent

	11/09/01 21:10:38 Katrina Foe said: Why not f brillant.

	11/09/01 21:11:17 Trent Figwood said: Afro Italian, sex jungle, Tarzan Jane Jane more Jane etc.. FARrrr OUT, I like it, but hey that's me...

	11/09/01 21:11:18 Katrina Foe said: So who is the team then Trent?

	11/09/01 21:11:46 Zoe Cinello said: So who gets to feature on the cover, have you seen the other designs?

	11/09/01 21:11:48 Trent Figwood said: Ok, check this...

	11/09/01 21:12:26 Katrina Foe said: <psst Zoe no worries>

	11/09/01 21:12:31 Trent Figwood said: Some scene, whatever, Kraige, with his darling voice, Nia and Verbina...

	11/09/01 21:12:51 Zoe Cinello said: <zoe gulps two glasses of champagne>

	11/09/01 21:13:12 Trent Figwood said: ZOEEE sweetieee, it's yours,, no show f..k off is wht I say.. cool..

	11/09/01 21:13:29 Chad Filament said: <pass me some of that champers babe - 
I think we're about to celebrate big time - 
my place or yours?

	11/09/01 21:13:52 Katrina Foe said: I think we should juxtapose the look in a real urban setting . To give that look again sensation-

	11/09/01 21:13:55 Trent Figwood said: OK Chad, you need to get organised with Neil,..

	11/09/01 21:14:01 Zoe Cinello said: Thanks Darlings!! Thanks for the opportunity to show you all my designs. You know my reputation as an award winner, and I intend not to disappoint , we will be a great team.

	11/09/01 21:14:16 Chad Filament said: I'll be there - I take it I will be there?

	11/09/01 21:14:21 Trent Figwood said: Kat youi need to get Nia and Verbina tied down..

	11/09/01 21:14:43 Trent Figwood said: Zoe you need to get your wonderful garments into the studio...

	11/09/01 21:15:03 Katrina Foe said: Chad sweetie share the champers what about one of those highrise relective tiled buildings

	11/09/01 21:15:08 Trent Figwood said: I need to send everybody money to get thangs done..agreed?..

	11/09/01 21:15:25 Zoe Cinello said: Who will do make-up?

	11/09/01 21:15:57 Chad Filament said: Sounds like we're talking now! High rise 
reflective and water - lots of water. I'm 
seeing harbours and even some urgan 
jungles puddles...

	11/09/01 21:16:03 Katrina Foe said: trent we need to discuss the background foreground setting of shoots

	11/09/01 21:16:11 Trent Figwood said: We get make up soon..

	11/09/01 21:16:13 Zoe Cinello said: When is the shoot, I'm pumped.

	11/09/01 21:16:46 Trent Figwood said: Kat ,..that's a greta idea the buildings etc...

	11/09/01 21:16:47 Katrina Foe said: None of the regulars are available I think we need to recruit from OS

	11/09/01 21:17:04 Zoe Cinello said: I see bronzed bods, entwined with my designs hugging every curve!

	11/09/01 21:17:12 Katrina Foe said: Chad thats it sounds fresh and funky

	11/09/01 21:17:28 Trent Figwood said: Deteriorated buildings...urban jungle,, fanfing tastic..

	11/09/01 21:17:38 Katrina Foe said: Sex in the city

	11/09/01 21:17:52 Chad Filament said: I'll talk to Neil tonight and tell him the 
good news.

	11/09/01 21:18:05 Zoe Cinello said: I know that Nia, and V, and Kraige can pull off this look of the moment, and bring my designs to life. I am not refined, I am funky with a capital ‘F’.

	11/09/01 21:18:26 Katrina Foe said: Give it a new subtle meaning, renewal

	11/09/01 21:18:27 Chad Filament said: When do we start?

	11/09/01 21:18:36 Trent Figwood said: How about a whole f..ing wall covered in meshhh..

	11/09/01 21:19:06 Katrina Foe said: Trent I think you dig the mesh

	11/09/01 21:19:33 Katrina Foe said: sweetie you are bizziare

	11/09/01 21:19:40 Trent Figwood said: Kat and I will talk with Arti and give you all the timetable shortly.. is that OK..

	11/09/01 21:19:53 Chad Filament said: I just love the circular feeling of fashion - 
everything has it's time in the sun again 
and again and ....

	11/09/01 21:20:13 Katrina Foe said: Any one know any locations

	11/09/01 21:20:15 Trent Figwood said: Consider the shoot a f...ing blazing HIT, coooollll people..

	11/09/01 21:20:26 Chad Filament said: Fine with me Trent - you know how to 
contact me - Ciao everyone

	11/09/01 21:21:08 Katrina Foe said: Thanks Sweeties I love you all. It was easier without the models

	11/09/01 21:21:16 Trent Figwood said: Thankss for your efforts and time people. we SHALL be in touch, ciao ALL, T.

	11/09/01 21:21:28 Zoe Cinello said: How about St Kilda esplanade, there are some new high rises with the Palais and surf as a backdrop

	11/09/01 21:21:51 Chad Filament said: Zoe - lets keep talking - how about I give 
you a lift home?

	11/09/01 21:22:22 Katrina Foe said: Trent I'm out of town tommorrow till 7.30 ish

	11/09/01 21:22:24 Zoe Cinello said: Oh, Chad its been a long time

	11/09/01 21:22:34 Trent Figwood said: Not bad Zoe but we might go deeper into demolition land..

	11/09/01 21:22:46 Chad Filament said: Worth the wait though hey?

	11/09/01 21:23:25 Zoe Cinello said: Ok trent you are the expert

	11/09/01 21:23:36 Katrina Foe said: Zoe the designs look wonderful- I like trents idea of a dero place

	11/09/01 21:23:37 Chad Filament said: Lets go!!

	11/09/01 21:23:55 Trent Figwood said: Cool ,... I looove this business, Ciao, my " not red" Ferrari awaits, f..ing power steering..

	11/09/01 21:24:05 Zoe Cinello said: Chad I need to celebrate, take me somewhere

	11/09/01 21:24:22 Trent Figwood said: Thanks heaps Kat, we'll follow it up...

	11/09/01 21:24:23 Chad Filament said: you're on babe - we're out of here

	11/09/01 21:24:44 Katrina Foe said: I need to go home and ack for my trip - I'll rest happy tonight.

	11/09/01 21:24:47 Trent Figwood said: Sorry Kat, is that Melb or Adel ttime

	11/09/01 21:24:52 Zoe Cinello said: What are you driving these days?

	11/09/01 21:25:19 Katrina Foe said: Checky witch Melbourne

	11/09/01 21:25:46 Katrina Foe said: Saab-soft top

	11/09/01 21:26:14 Trent Figwood said: OK thast's 730p Melb, Ciao... T.

	11/09/01 21:26:32 Zoe Cinello said: Thanks Kat, Trent, you won't be sorry, I am the best in the biz! I will await further instruction for the shoot

	11/09/01 21:27:01 Katrina Foe said: Trent now Chad has gone and Zoe can keep a secret what the Fck is Art up to?

	11/09/01 21:27:17 Trent Figwood said: Ciao Zoooeee.

	11/09/01 21:27:37 Zoe Cinello said: My deconstructed denim/mesh will look fab against a dero backdrop, I won't be able to sleep tonight.

	11/09/01 21:27:45 Trent Figwood said: F..ing Arti.. wher e the F is heee.?

	11/09/01 21:28:01 Katrina Foe said: Your very welcome Zoe- you won the job on your bloody marvellous merit

	11/09/01 21:28:05 Zoe Cinello said: Answer Kat Trent, where the hell is Arti

	11/09/01 21:28:27 Katrina Foe said: i tell you i have had to curb my anger

	11/09/01 21:28:39 Trent Figwood said: Arti will have to do some serious talking.. me thinkls.

	11/09/01 21:29:06 Zoe Cinello said: I have sent him countless emails with no response, rude bastard!

	11/09/01 21:29:48 Trent Figwood said: Arti's a 40 percenter in the business, maybe not for too much longer.. this shoot means more than you think..

	11/09/01 21:30:10 Katrina Foe said: Goooood . I better go now I've had a hectic day. Great team we can do it and do it with oomph and fking charisma, and integrity

	11/09/01 21:30:14 Zoe Cinello said: As far as I'm concerned Arti is history

	11/09/01 21:30:51 Zoe Cinello said: Chad is waiting darlings I must run <kiss kiss>

	11/09/01 21:30:54 Trent Figwood said: CCCOOOOLLL Kat, you can muster such a bitch thang... love ya, T. safe trip.

	11/09/01 21:31:34 Katrina Foe said: Don't dwell on arseholes just go with the positive energy. see you sweetie.

We are on the way

	11/09/01 21:32:41 Katrina Foe said: Kiss , kiss hug hug. I'll check in pm Wed. Figwood time!


Appendix B

LearnScope FABLUSI Project

FASHION HOUSE Simulation Feedback

Debrief Yourself

	As a Designer
	

	As a Moderator
	

	As a Player
	x


What did I do especially well as a player? 

Communicate daily in some way and tried to engender participation.
How did the outcomes of this experience differ from the intent/expectations? 

It took considerable effort on my behalf and I was disappointed that some roles never came to life; others seemed to disappear and not continue to communicate.

On a positive note I was intrigued how much Kat (my super ego) and I became one. And the simulation came to life at times. I researched an industry I have very little knowledge of and realised words and jargon were power.

What unusual challenges emerged during the process? 

Keeping myself motivated in a space I felt awkward with little or no interaction.

I needed to work out written communication strategies to convey Kat’s emotions, attitudes, her paralinguistic cues, visual cues to set the scene etc. to achieve the objective of the simulation and remain sane.
What was unique about this experience?

The connectedness to the role and other participating players.

Based on your reflections, what adjustments need to be made to the design and/or facilitation of the simulation?

I think for new online learners maybe a sandpit area where they can pop in and have a play without feeling that they are in already might be useful.

I didn’t know whether I was meant to be practicing good team building skills and that was the learning, or whether I could just do whatever I wanted and then analyse some of the things the roles did, and that was the learning. (I don’t know if that make sense).

Was I meant to be a team player or as a simulation participant do whatever and then reflect on whether team building occurred and why or why not?
What comments do you have about:

a. The Content - good, just fun and open.  (maybe too open for some )

b. The Simulation process - when it worked with players participating it worked well. A few times Kat and I got really frustrated and I took time out at the local café and realized these issues are often real issues for me! (Scary reflection)

c. The Facilitation - mod you kept me going and can I say often very creatively

d. The Technology – I would love to have known when someone had been in to save me visiting all the time. There are however pro’s and con’s for this. I would also have liked to be able to alert people through their email that they need visit. (Kat is so pushy!) . I’d also like message relayed to my email, so I know when to respond.

I found the keys for the chat a little frustrating. As if people or computers screwed up after 30 minutes they couldn’t get back in.

What key learnings emerged from this experience?

· That simulation is great fun when people play. 

· That collaboration is needed to achieve things.

· Build it and they will come. (Field of dreams- works to a point)

· Role-plays may need to feel some level of comfort before being able to participate to 100%

· Communication can be effective online.

· Team playing takes time and effort from all involved.

· That people are very creative and diversity is motivating

Any other comments you would like to make

At the café blab the next page button only seems to work if you hit it twice! (Very gently).

I would have liked a sheet of little techno hints, eg use back button it’s faster, how to refresh your read messages without logging in again, if you are getting confused use the note pad. You have money to spend but keep notes to whom, as I don’t think that record is anywhere.

Thanks very much for this opportunity- I’d recommend to all.

Click this:

http://www.rit.tafensw.edu.au/women/main.asp?cardid=enCardylBjs9RNoh&sr=no
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.fablusi.com/images/fashionHouse/mogue.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Mogue Magazine is the Worlds fav fashion mag. We all read it already. Mogue are guesting designers to "DO" the front cover. Design houses have fought and Figwood won, now they need Fashion People to make it happen. ��Figwood Designs have won the chance to host the next Mogue Magazine cover. They have two weeks to get together a fashion team to do the shoot.There are a number of teams vying for the greatest chance and we don't know who they are. Are you going to make THE team?, or are you a loser? Sex, Money, Drugs (perhaps) more money and ultimately POWER. Two weeks kids,.....DO IT.








Date: 12-09-2001 09:22:42�From: Trent Figwood�To: Quartino Desperro, Katrina Foe, Jez, Estia Constanos, Zoe Cinello, Sasha Brindizi, Kooda, Kraige, Nia, Saige, Verbina, Vanessa, Chantelle, Pheebiee, Bob Forit, Luci Paige, Tina Vass, Chad Filament, Claus Nikolus, Neil Lenswood, Fraim�Subject: The winner is... Sidenknee..��Message:�Ciao all, the decisions have been made, the final crew for the Mogue Fashion shoot are ,.....��Neil and Chad, camera/lighting (thanks Chad)�Verbina, Kraige and Nia (models, go girls)�Zoe (designer, love the mesh)�make up will be flown in (Michael Jackson's panel beater)��Thanks to all for your efforts, it was an interesting response.��See yawl on Thusday. (Thanks Kat for your great help)��Love your smiling faces,... Trent
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