	Criteria
	Excellent 
	Average 
	Poor
	Total

	Number of responses
	More than 20 responses.  Evenly distributed throughout the course

	Between 10 – 20 responses.  Uneven distribution throughout the course
	Under 10 responses.  Uneven distribution


	

	Responsiveness to the discussion/ building of a learning community

	Often presents reflections that become central to the group’s discussion; interacts freely and encourages others
Consistently presents creative reflections on topic; aware of needs of community; frequently prompts further discussion of topic
	Occasionally makes meaningful reflection on group's efforts; marginal effort to become involved with group
	Not actively involved in the online discussion.  Needed constant encouragement from the teacher.
	

	Integration of subject content/readings etc
	Clear that readings were accessed and understood.  Issues and knowledge gained was incorporated well into responses
	
	From the evidence in the postings it was not clear that readings were understood or used in the learner’s own knowledge construction
	

	Problem solving 
	The postings indicated a willingness to be involved in online issues and problems.  The learner was able to utilize problem solving strategies to address these issues and to offer options to the group for discussion.
	
	
	


	Synthesis and evaluation of own learning 
	Shows excellent reflection of their own learning 

 
	
	
	

	Regularity of responses
	Constant engagement with the discussion. Responds promptly to postings; demonstrates good self-initiative
	Makes some contributions to the online discussion but not always present in an ongoing way 
	Infrequent participation.  Only participates after prompting by the teacher
	

	Expression/language
	The learner used clear and appropriate language for the context.  The message was clear and unambiguous.
	The learner usually expressed themselves clearly but there were times when the language impeded the meaning of their message.
	Poor expression and grammar.  Inappropriate language for the context and intended audience.


	

	Online protocols

(set by the teacher or negotiated by the group)
	Obviously aware of online protocols and rules and addressed themselves appropriately
	Occasionally slipped in observing online protocols
	Serious misuse of the medium and failure to meet protocols 
	


	Category
	1. Drifting
	2. Moving in the Right Direction
	3. Valuable Performance
	4. Our Goal (with due allowance for finitude
	POINTS

	Contribution to the Learning Community
	Does not make effort to participate in learning community as it develops; seems indifferent
	Occasionally makes meaningful reflection on group's efforts; marginal effort to become involved with group
	Often presents reflections that become central to the group’s discussion; interacts freely and encourages others
	Consistently presents creative reflections on topic; aware of needs of community; frequently prompts further discussion of topic
	 

	Relevance of Post
	Posts topics which do not relate to the discussion content; makes irrelevant remarks
	Occasionally posts off topic; most posts offer no further insight into the topic
	Posts are related to discussion topic; makes some connections with readings
	Posts consistently are related to discussion topic; brings readings into discussion; cites additional references related to topic;
	 

	Expression Within the Post
	Does not express opinions or ideas clearly; no connection to topic
	Unclear connection to topic evidenced in minimal expression of opinions or ideas
	Opinions and ideas are stately clearly with occasional lack of connection to topic
	Expresses opinions and ideas in a clear and concise manner with obvious connection to topic
	 

	Delivery of Post
	Utilizes poor spelling and grammar in most posts; posts appear "hasty"
	Errors in spelling and grammar evidenced in several posts
	Few grammatical or spelling errors are noted in posts
	Consistently uses grammatically correct posts with rare misspellings
	 

	Promptness and Initiative
	Does not respond to most postings; rarely participates freely
	Responds to most postings several days after initial discussion; limited initiative
	Responds promptly to most postings; requires occasional prompting to post
	Responds promptly to postings; demonstrates good self-initiative
	


